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successively rolled up the steep as far as the House of Lords*
whence they were a$ often rolled back again, like the stone of
Sisyphus. What the Opposition could not do in the House
of Commons was effected in the House of Lords. A Dis-
senters' Marriage Bill met with better success, but it was
mainly owing to the frank support afforded by the Duke of
Wellington and Sir Robert PeeL This measure proved of
signal advantage to the Nonconformist body, and, it may be
added, to the public at large, since it comprised the valuable
system of local registration for marriages, births, and deaths.
A fresh "Church Commission" was also .instituted, the
incomes of the higher dignitaries being dealt with un-
sparingly, in the interest of the parochial clergy.
. This proceeding it was that called forth the unrivalled
powers of Sydney Smith; wit, argument, and raillery all
shining out in the celebrated * Letters to Archdeacon Single-
ton,'in opposition to this Commission.

The Beform Club was established this year, most of the
Ministers becoming members, the list of which soon swelled to
eleven hundred. Grote, of course, was one of the founders.

The first number of the united review,' London and West-
minster,' came out in April, the prominent article of which
was one by John Stuart Mill, on civilization.

The experience of these first few years of our Parlia-
mentary course forced us to perceive that it would not do to
continue residing at a distance from London. The fatigue
to Grote of going up and down between his house at Dulwich
and London, and the loss of time it involved, became too
serious evils for me to wish to remain in our pleasant home*
Accordingly, we set about inquiries for a house in London,
This step was not taken without extreme reluctance on my
part; I had bestowed a great deal of time, trouble*, and
expense on our present house and grounds, it had become
suited to our wants, and I knew that London would prove
injurious to my health. All this notwithstanding, I acceptedthe people here imagine it concerted
